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A recommended ordinance would require data center project approval on a case-by-A recommended ordinance would require data center project approval on a case-by-
case basis with a conditional use permit in Chesapeake. (Stephen M. Katz/Thecase basis with a conditional use permit in Chesapeake. (Stephen M. Katz/The
Virginian-Pilot)Virginian-Pilot)
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Chesapeake PlanningChesapeake Planning
Commission recommendsCommission recommends
zoning changes for data centerszoning changes for data centers
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CHESAPEAKE — The Planning Commission on Wednesday unanimouslyCHESAPEAKE — The Planning Commission on Wednesday unanimously

recommended approval for a new set of zoning ordinances intended torecommended approval for a new set of zoning ordinances intended to

create guardrails and give city leaders more say over future proposed datacreate guardrails and give city leaders more say over future proposed data

center projects.center projects.

The ordinance would require data center project approval on a case-by-caseThe ordinance would require data center project approval on a case-by-case

basis with a conditional use permit. Currently, no such approval is required,basis with a conditional use permit. Currently, no such approval is required,

and the changes would limit data center development to only industrialand the changes would limit data center development to only industrial

zoning districts and the Fentress Airfield Overlay District.zoning districts and the Fentress Airfield Overlay District.

“(If) we don’t do this, then a purchaser could purchase the land, build it, and“(If) we don’t do this, then a purchaser could purchase the land, build it, and

just go about their merry way, and they could do it however they want,”just go about their merry way, and they could do it however they want,”

planning commissioner Muriel Barefield said.planning commissioner Muriel Barefield said.

More than 20 residents spoke at Wednesday’s meeting, overwhelminglyMore than 20 residents spoke at Wednesday’s meeting, overwhelmingly

calling for more time to amend the proposed changes. The commissioncalling for more time to amend the proposed changes. The commission

ultimately approved the changes with amended language, includingultimately approved the changes with amended language, including

additional demands to prevent adverse impacts to residents and theadditional demands to prevent adverse impacts to residents and the

environment by encouraging development in areas already primed withenvironment by encouraging development in areas already primed with

adequate infrastructure. The commission also recommended periodic reviewadequate infrastructure. The commission also recommended periodic review

of such zoning policies.of such zoning policies.
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The ordinance changes now head to City Council for approval. ChesapeakeThe ordinance changes now head to City Council for approval. Chesapeake

leadersleaders for weeks have been discussing for weeks have been discussing the changes as data centers are the changes as data centers are

currently allowed by-right development under some existing zoningcurrently allowed by-right development under some existing zoning

designations. designations. Leaders across the regionLeaders across the region have also been discussing have also been discussing

preparations.preparations.

Data centers are physical facilities that house computers, servers and otherData centers are physical facilities that house computers, servers and other

networking equipment to process and distribute data. Demand hasnetworking equipment to process and distribute data. Demand has

heightened in recent years due to the rapid growth of cloud computing andheightened in recent years due to the rapid growth of cloud computing and

artificial intelligence.artificial intelligence.

Most speakers at Wednesday’s meeting expressed environmental and healthMost speakers at Wednesday’s meeting expressed environmental and health

concerns, including low-frequency noise, air pollution, and strains on energy,concerns, including low-frequency noise, air pollution, and strains on energy,

water and infrastructure resources.water and infrastructure resources.

Some speakers called for an outright ban or moratorium on data centers — Some speakers called for an outright ban or moratorium on data centers — aa

position Virginia Beachposition Virginia Beach leaders support. But most asked the planning leaders support. But most asked the planning

commission to delay a vote and rework some of the proposed ordinance.commission to delay a vote and rework some of the proposed ordinance.

Residents called for more time for public input and additional setbackResidents called for more time for public input and additional setback

distances, especially for nearby recreational, residential and agriculturaldistances, especially for nearby recreational, residential and agricultural

properties. Residents said they want to see decommissioning standardsproperties. Residents said they want to see decommissioning standards

added, and requirements for operators to be on the hook for necessaryadded, and requirements for operators to be on the hook for necessary

infrastructure and energy investments.infrastructure and energy investments.

“Cities nationwide are being asked to devote substantial amounts of land,“Cities nationwide are being asked to devote substantial amounts of land,

water, and power to support an industry that is expanding at anwater, and power to support an industry that is expanding at an

unprecedented pace, and who knows what purpose they ultimately serve,”unprecedented pace, and who knows what purpose they ultimately serve,”

Chesapeake resident Jennifer Economy said. “We hear plenty about economicChesapeake resident Jennifer Economy said. “We hear plenty about economic

benefits, but far less about long-term impacts. For these reasons, pleasebenefits, but far less about long-term impacts. For these reasons, please

continue this matter so the ordinance can be strengthened with cumulativecontinue this matter so the ordinance can be strengthened with cumulative

impact analysis, private well protection, decommissioning requirements,impact analysis, private well protection, decommissioning requirements,

expanded public notice, and strong efforts for Chesapeake’s ruralexpanded public notice, and strong efforts for Chesapeake’s rural

communities. Ultimately, the citizens who will bear the long-term impactscommunities. Ultimately, the citizens who will bear the long-term impacts

deserve a stronger voice than the interests of those who stand to profit.”deserve a stronger voice than the interests of those who stand to profit.”

Only a few speakers expressed support, including David Ropp, who chairs theOnly a few speakers expressed support, including David Ropp, who chairs the

Chesapeake Alliance. Ropp credited the planning staff with a “thoughtful andChesapeake Alliance. Ropp credited the planning staff with a “thoughtful and

transparent process.” Ropp suggested the ordinance allow by-righttransparent process.” Ropp suggested the ordinance allow by-right

development in some zoning districts, such as a new technology overlaydevelopment in some zoning districts, such as a new technology overlay

district. However, that suggestion was not incorporated.district. However, that suggestion was not incorporated.
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Time is running out for theseTime is running out for these
World Cup restaurant dealsWorld Cup restaurant deals

Tuesday, July 10Tuesday, July 10

Seafarers attacked in the StraitSeafarers attacked in the Strait
of Hormuz sue shippingof Hormuz sue shipping

company in Thailandcompany in Thailand

Tuesday, July 10Tuesday, July 10

This goat escorted ColoradoThis goat escorted Colorado
firefighters to a wildfire: ‘Shefirefighters to a wildfire: ‘She

understood the assignment’understood the assignment’

Tuesday, July 10Tuesday, July 10

Kia launches new recall forKia launches new recall for
463,000 Telluride SUVs due to463,000 Telluride SUVs due to

fire risk, urges owners to parfire risk, urges owners to par……

Tuesday, July 10Tuesday, July 10

A US license could let UkraineA US license could let Ukraine
produce Patriot missiles, but itproduce Patriot missiles, but it

won’t be simple or quickwon’t be simple or quick

Tuesday, July 10Tuesday, July 10

MORE FROM OUR NEWSROOMMORE FROM OUR NEWSROOM

“Balancing economic opportunity with neighborhood protections is no easy“Balancing economic opportunity with neighborhood protections is no easy

task,” Ropp said. “We believe it will become one of Virginia’s most thoughtfultask,” Ropp said. “We believe it will become one of Virginia’s most thoughtful

and balanced data center ordinances.”and balanced data center ordinances.”

Natalie Anderson, 757-732-1133, natalie.anderson@virginiamedia.comNatalie Anderson, 757-732-1133, natalie.anderson@virginiamedia.com
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As the country turns 250,As the country turns 250,
retired judges hit the road toretired judges hit the road to
defend judicial independencedefend judicial independence

Tuesday, July 10Tuesday, July 10

At least 1 million women haveAt least 1 million women have
lost access to aid after fundinglost access to aid after funding
cuts, UN sayscuts, UN says

Tuesday, July 10Tuesday, July 10

Wimbledon 2026: Here’s whatWimbledon 2026: Here’s what
it’s like to actually visit tennisit’s like to actually visit tennis
paradiseparadise

Tuesday, July 10Tuesday, July 10

Virginia ranks No. 3 inVirginia ranks No. 3 in
‘America’s Top States for‘America’s Top States for
Business’Business’

Monday, July 9Monday, July 9

New traffic signal goes up onNew traffic signal goes up on

busy Centerville Roadbusy Centerville Road

Tuesday, July 10Tuesday, July 10

WJCC Schools adopts $88.3WJCC Schools adopts $88.3
million capital improvementmillion capital improvement
plan for next five yearsplan for next five years

Tuesday, July 10Tuesday, July 10

7/10/26, 12:48 PM Chesapeake Planning Commission recommends zoning changes for data centers – The Virginian-Pilot

https://www.pilotonline.com/2026/07/09/chesapeake-zoning-changes-for-data-centers/?clearUserState=true 5/6

https://www.pilotonline.com/2026/07/10/retired-judges-tour-midwest-judicial-independence/
https://www.pilotonline.com/2026/07/10/un-women-aid-cuts-impact-humanitarian-support/
https://www.pilotonline.com/2026/07/10/wimbledon-2026-tennis-championships-london-2/
https://www.pilotonline.com/2026/07/09/virginia-ranks-no-3-in-americas-top-states-for-business/
https://www.pilotonline.com/2026/07/10/new-traffic-signal-goes-up-on-busy-centerville-road/
https://www.pilotonline.com/2026/07/10/wjcc-schools-adopts-88-3-million-capital-improvement-plan-for-next-five-years/
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Learning to respect yourLearning to respect your
children’s choiceschildren’s choices
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